'08/08/2005 19:18 FAX 1 212 218 4550 



FITZPATRICK NY 



@005 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following is a complete listing of the claims, and rep-luces all earlier 
version and listings. 

1 . (currently amended) A signature processing method for displaying a 
signature on a display unit, comprising: 

an inputting step, of inputting a signature handwritten by a user via a 
digitizer, the signature being composed of at least one stroke; and 

a control step, of displaying the signature being inputted via the digitizer on 
the display unit in a manner that makes it difficult for others to discern the stroke of the 
signature as the stroke is being inputted via the digitizer in said inputting- step, while vet 
allowing and that makes it possible f or the user to discern the stroke of the signature as_th_e_ 
stroke [[,while the signature]] is inputted via the digitizer in said inputting step. 



2. (previously presented) A signature processing method according to 
Claim 1, further comprising a determining step, of determining whether am instruction is, 
given by the user to display the stroke of the signature in a manner such that it is difficult 
for the others to discern the stroke of the signature in a manner that it is difficult for the 
others to discern the stroke ofjthe signature and that makes it possible fof the user to 
discern the stroke of the signature, 

wherein said control step is executed in response to a determination in said 
determining step that the instruction is given, 

and wherein said control step includes displaying, in a notmal fashion, the 
stroke of the signature being inputted via the digitizer on the display unili when it is 
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determined in said determining step that the instruction is not given. 

3. (currently amended) A signature processing method giqcordinp to Claim 
1^ f o r dis p laying a signature on a display unit, further comprising: 

a registering step, of registering [[a]] die signature inputted in said inputting 
stgE- handwritt e n by a user via a di&itizcr, th e signatur e being composed o f at l e ast on e 
s t ro ke which is in p utted by a user via a digitizer; 

— a detei mining step, of dctci ' mniiinf^vhcther an inbtmction i h> giv e n by th e 

user to dis p lay the stroke o f the signa t ure registe r ed in said r egistering ste p when the use r 
faih> to r e m e mber a icgisie r ed signature; and 

a control step, o f displaying the s tro ke o f th e signatur e registe r ed in said 

registering ste p on the d isplay unit in a mann e r that makes it difficult fo r oth er s to discern 
the stiokc of the s igna t ure and that makes it possible for th e use r to disc e rn the st r oke of the 
signa t ur e wh e n it is dete r mined in said determining step that the instr ucti on - is g iven. 

4. (previously presented) A signature processing method according to 
Claim 1, wherein said control step includes displaying the stroke of the signature by using a 
combination of the color background and a color of the stroke of the signature, the 
combination being such as to make it difficult to discern the stroke of the signature. 

5. (previously presented) A signature processing method according to 
Claim 1, wherein said control step includes displaying the stroke of the signature with an 
image pattern of the background in a manner that makes it difficult for oilhers to discern the 
stroke of the signature and that makes it possible for the user to discern the stroke of the 
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signature. 

6. (previously presented) A signature processing method according to 
Claim 1 j wherein said control step includes displaying the stroke of the signature as broken 
lines in a manner that makes it difficult for others to discern the stroke of the signature and 
that makes it possible for the user to discern the stroke of the signature. 

7. (previously presented) A signature processing method according to 
Claim 1 , wherein said control step includes displaying only a portion of Clue stroke of the 
signature in a manner that makes it difficult for others to discern the stroke of the signature 
and that makes it possible for the user to discern the stroke of the signature. 

8. (previously presented) A signature processing method according to 
Claim 7, wherein the portion of the stroke the signature is a portion of the stroke input 
within a predetermined period of time before a current input stroke time. 

9. (previously presented) A signature processing method jficcording to 
Claim 1 9 wherein said control step includes displaying the stroke of the signature in a 
flashing manner. 

10. (previously presented) A signature processing method! according to 
Claim 1, wherein the stroke of the signature comprises coordinate data which is input via 
the digitizer. 
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1 L - 3 1 . (canceled) 

32. (currently amended) A signature processing apparatus for displaying a 
signature on a display unit, comprising: 

inputting means for inputting a signature handwritten by a user via a 
digitizer, the signature being composed of at least one stroke; and 

control means for displaying the signature being inputted via the digitizer 
on the display unit in a manner that makes it difficult for others to discern the stroke of the 
signature as the stroke is being inputted via the digitizer bv said inputting . means. while vet 
allowing and that makes i t p o ssib te-for the user to discern the stroke of thfe signature[[, 
while the signature]] as the stroke is inputted via the digitizer by said inputting means. 

33. (previously presented) A signature processing apparalius according to 
Claim 32, further comprising determining means for deteraiining whether an instruction is 
given by the user to display the stroke of the signature in a manner such that it is difficult 
for the others to discern the stroke of the signature in a manner that it is difficult for the 
others to discern the stroke of the signature and that makes it possible for the user to 
discern the stroke of the signature, 

wherein said control means operates in response to a determination by said 
determining means that the instruction is given, 

and wherein said control means displays, in a normal fashion, the stroke of 
the signature being inputted via the digitizer on the display unit when it is determined by 
said determining means that the instruction is not given. 
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34. (currently amended) A signature processing apparatus according to 
Claim 32, f o r displaying a signatur e on a display un i t, farther comprising: 

registering means for registering [[a]] the signature inputted bv said 
inputting means, handwritten by a user via a diritiz erri fa c- si t uia t urc bcir r fl lomposcd of at 
least one s tro k e which is inputted by a user via a digitize r; 

det e nnining means for determining wheth er an iustnictic Tj is given by the 

use r to display the st r oke of the -signaturc-registcrcd-by said r egiste r ing m eans when the 
us e r fails to r e m e mber a re g ist er ed signa t ur e ; and 

LOiiUol means for dis p laying th e str o ke of th e signatur e re gist ere d by said 

r egiste r ing means on the display unit in a manna 1 thafrmakes it - difficult fb r others to 
discern the stroke of the signature and that makes it possible for the usci 1 to discern the 
s tro k e- of th crsr gna t ur e wh e n it is d e t e rmin e d by said determining nieana Hhat the instiTietion 
is given. 

35. (previously presented) A signature processing appai'aitus according to 
Claim 32, wherein said control means displays the stroke of the signature by using a 
combination of the color background and a color of the stroke of the signature, the 
combination being such as to make it difficult to discern the stroke of the signature. 

36. (previously presented) A signature processing apparatus according to 
Claim 32, wherein said control means displays the stroke of the signature with an image 
pattern of the background in a manner that makes it difficult for others to- discern the stroke 
of the signature and that makes it possible for the user to discern the stroke of the signature. 
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37. (previously presented) A signature processing apparatus according to 
Claim 32, wherein said control means displays the Stroke of the signature as broken lines in 
a manner that makes it difficult for others to discern the stroke of the signature and that 
makes it possible for the user to discern the stroke of the signature. 

38- (previously presented) A signature processing appai*a|tus according to 
Claim 32, wherein said control means displays only a portion of the stroke of the signature 
in a manner that makes it difficult for others to discern the stroke of the signature and that 
makes it possible for the user to discern the stroke of the signature. 

39. (previously presented) A signature processing apparaitus according to 
Claim 38, wherein the portion of the stroke the signature is a portion of tie stroke input 
within a predetermined period of time before a current input stroke time. 

40. (previously presented) A signature processing appajsitus according to 
Claim 32, wherein said control means displays the stroke of the signature in a flashing 
manner. 

41. (previously presented) A signature processing apparatus according to 
Claim 32, wherein the stroke of the signature comprises coordinate data which is input via 
the digitizer. 

42. (currently amended) A signature processing program for displaying a 
signature on a display unit, comprising: 
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an inputting step, of inputting a signature handwritten by a user via a 
digitizer, the signature being composed of at least one stroke; and 

a control step, of displaying the signature being inputted via the digitizer on 
the display unit in a manner that makes it difficult for others to discern the stroke of the 
signature as the stroke is being in putted via the digitizer in said inputting step, while y ftt 
allowing and that mak e s it possible for the user to discern the stroke of the signature^ 
while the signature]] as the stroke is inputted via the digitizer in said inputting step. 

43. (previously presented) A signature processing program according to 
Claim 42, further comprising a determining step, of determining whether an instruction is 
given by the user to display the stroke of the signature in a manner such tlaat it is difficult 
for the others to discern the stroke of the signature in a manner that it is difficult for the 
others to discern the stroke of the signature and that makes it possible fo:r the user to 
discern the stroke of the signature, 

wherein said control step is executed in response to a determination in said 
determining step that the instruction is given, 

and wherein said control step includes displaying, in a normal fashion, the 
stroke of the signature being inputted via the digitizer on the display unit when it is 
determined in said determining step that the instruction is not given. 

44. (currently amended) A signature processing program according to 
Claim 42. for displaying a si g na t ure on a dis p lay uni t : further comprising: 

a registering step, of registering [[a]] the signature inputted in said inputting 
stee^ ha ndwritten by a user via a digitizer, the signature being eoiupu& e d -&l£ at leas t o ne 
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stroke which is inputt e d by a user via a digitizer; 

a dctcimining step, o f determining wheth er an inst r ucti o n is g i ven by the 

use r t o display the str o ke of the signature r egistered in said registe r ing 5 to p when the user 
fails to remember a r egis t e r ed signa t ure; and 

a control st e p, of displaying -t he gtroke of the signatu r e r egistered in said 

registering st e p on the display unit in a manner that makes it difficult f o : r others to d tseern 
the str o ke of th er signature and that makes it possible f o r the use r to discern th e stroke o f the 
signatur e wh e n it is d ete rmin e d said determining step that the instruction 'is given, 

45. (previously presented) A signature processing program according to 
Claim 42, wherein said control step includes displaying the stroke of the signature by using 
a combination of the color background and a color of the stroke of the signature, the 
combination being such as to make it difficult to discern the stroke of the signature. 

46. (previously presented) A signature processing program according to 
Claim 42, wherein said control step includes displaying the stroke of the signature with an 
image pattern of the background in a manner that makes it difficult for ethers to discern the 
stroke of the signature and that makes it possible for the user to discern the stroke of the 
signature. 

47. (previously presented) A signature processing program according to 
Claim 42, wherein said control step includes displaying the stroke of the signature as 
broken lines in a manner that makes it difficult for others to discern the stroke of the 
signature and that makes it possible for the user to discern the stroke of thie signature. 
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48. (previously presented) A signature processing program according to 
Claim 42, wherein said control step includes displaying only a portion of the stroke of the 
signature in a manner that makes it difficult for others to discern the stroke of the signature 
and that makes it possible for the user to discern the stroke of the signature. 

49. (previously presented) A signature processing program according to 
Claim 48, wherein the portion of the stroke the signature is a portion of the stroke input 
within a predetermined period of time before a current input stroke time. 

50. (previously presented) A signature processing program according to 
Claim 42, wherein said control step includes displaying the stroke of the signature in a 
flashing manner. 

51. (previously presented) A signature processing program according to 
Claim 42, wherein the stroke of the signature comprises coordinate data which is input via 
the digitizer. 

52. (currently amended) A computer-readable storage medium storing a 
signature processing program, the program comprising: 

an inputting step, of inputting a signature handwritten by a user via a 
digitizer, the signature being composed of at least one stroke; and 

a control step, of displaying the signature being inputted via the digitizer on 
the display unit in a manner that makes it difficult for others to discern the stroke of the 
signature as the stroke is being inputted via the digitizer in said inputting step, while yet 
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aUo\ving and that makes i t possible for the user to discern the stroke of the signature[[ 5 
while the signature]] as the stroke is inputted via the digitizer in said injatfting step. 
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